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Penn State University

• Huck Institutes Website Goals
• Promote faculty research
• Assist Potential Graduate Students 



Huck Institutes Data Needs

• What are the latest publications from our faculty?

• What graduate committees are our faculty participating on?
• What research are those graduate students doing?
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Huck Institutes Data Needs

https://dataliteracy.com/topic/an-overview-of-the-dikw-pyramid/

“Data is facts, and information 
contextualizes those facts” 
-Jon Hill 



Use Cases

• Provide up to data publication data
• Provide Electronic and Theses Dissertation committee information
• Assist with faculty compliance of Penn State’s Open Access Policy



Researcher Metadata Database (RMD)

3 Goals
1. Power Open Access workflow
2. Provide Access to Data via API

• Faculty profiles
• Institute and Department sites

3. Generate administrative reports



(RMD)
RMD receives:
• Education
• Employment
• Brief Bio
• Contact Info
• Publications
• Presentations
• Performances
• Research Interests
• Teaching Interests

Also called: 
• Activity Insight
• AI
• Faculty Activity Insight
• Watermark

Data Flow Diagram
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RMD receives:
• Faculty Committees
• Link to Student Theses
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RMD receives:
• Links to stories on news.psu.edu 

featuring faculty 
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(RMD)

Via RMD, Researcher may send:
• Publications/Works
• Employment
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Researcher may send:
• Open Access PDF
• Metadata
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(RMD)

ScholarSphere returns:
• Open Access URL

Data Flow Diagram



(RMD)

RMD receives:
• Open Access URL for citations 

that have a DOI

Open Access Button

Data Flow Diagram
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Directory Profiles and 
Department Pages

Reasons for developing our API

1. Prevent fracturing of used applications on campus
2. Mitigate issues around data quality
3. Centralize vendor updates
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Admin Reports
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Step 1:
• Receive Publication Information from Digital Measures
• Receive Publication Information from Pure
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Open Access Workflow

Step 1:
• Receive Publication Information from Digital Measures
• Receive Publication Information from Pure

Step 2:
• Manual de-duplicate publications

Open Access Button

Step 3:
• Query Open Access Button to find publications for 

Open Accessible URLS

Step 4:
• Email researchers asking for publications that don’t 

have an Open Access URL, but should have Open 
Access copy per Penn State policy.

Step 5:
• Researcher logs into RMD to provide

• Open Access URL
• Open Access copy (deposited to ScholarSphere)
• Submit a waiver from the policy for article

(RMD)



Thanks!

• Contributors
• Ana Enriquez, Seth Erickson, Briana Ezray, Nicole Gampe, Brandy Karl, Alex 

Kiessling, Justin Patterson, Adam Wead, Cynthia Hudson-Vitale, Eric 
Durante, Natalie Simonson, Chet Swalina, Binky Lush, Dann Bohn 

https://metadata.libraries.psu.edu/


